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The presentations:

• Expert Witness Roles and Reality – Toby Lewis

• The Expert Witness and the Perfect Report? A 

Practical Guide – Phil Dunbavin

• The Expert in the Courtroom – Michael 

Stephens

• Followed by a Q & A session 
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My personal position:

• 30+ years of expert witness work and still room 

for improvement?

• Surely we are all competent and doing it 

(broadly) the same way! So there should not be 

a need for different sides at Inquiries, Courts, 

Tribunals and Select Committees 

• WRONG!!!!!!!!
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The difference between experts
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Ensure that the evidence you rely upon is robust – this 

can include:

• Measurement data

• Noise Predictions

• Guidance documents and relevant research 

literature

• Understand the effect of uncertainty on your 

conclusions
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Prepare properly for giving evidence, cross-

examination and potential re-examination

• Prepare the ‘what if’ scenarios

• Be prepared to listen carefully and do not pre-judge where a 

question is going or what the answer might be

• Answer the question put and only the question – there is no 

need for augmentation or embellishment

• Counsel on the opposing side are only doing their job - it is not 

personal – do not respond in a personal way

• Ensure that your answers are directed at the Decision Maker in 

such a way as they know when you are making a BIG POINT
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Ensure that you have fully understood any guidance documents you rely 

upon.

• Otherwise you will be invited to add 2+2 and it will = 5

• Have copies of any guidance documents readily to hand and 

mark up the relevant points with tabs where appropriate – not 

just the documents that you rely upon but also those that any 

other party might rely upon! 
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Be careful when you selectively pick information from guidance 

documents!
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Take as much time as you reasonably need – both to settle yourself into 

the witness chair and to answer questions

Techniques that I have used (not necessarily recommended!)

• Arrange your paperwork carefully and take a drink 

before indicating you are ready to give evidence

• Listen very carefully to questions and take notes, 

pause before replying

• Recognise that there is a time for inserting a ‘touch 

of theatre’
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10

Uncertainty in general response to 
noise
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Be aware of terminology
Noise Impact – The difference in the acoustic 

environment before and after the implementation of the 

proposals

Noise Effect – The consequences of the noise 

impact e.g. change in disturbance

Significance –The evaluation of the noise effect 

and deciding whether or not the impact is 

significant (Note that this is particularly important 

for EIA)
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Impact > Effect > Significance



Presentation of information

• Basic Information

• Location of receptors

• Period of Baseline Study

• Methodology

• Baseline Noise Levels

• Reliability of Data

• Predictions

• Summary of impacts

• Recommendations – this might 

highlight particularly sensitive 

receptors
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Thank you for listening

graham.parry@accon-uk.com


