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AVO Guide — Acoustics Policy

e Policy background text

e Paragraphs 2.22 -2.41

ACOUSTICS VENTILATION
AND OVERHEATING
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Noise / Sound Management is a
Devolved Issue
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Noise / Sound Management is a
Devolved Issue
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Planning Policy in England

o GOV.UK
Ministry of Housing, 1. Home (htpewwar gov.uk])
Communities &

Local Government

Guidance

Noise

Advises on how planning can manage potential noise impacts in new development.

Published & March 2014
Last updated 22 July 2019 — see all updates

From:
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Lucal Government
(https istry-of-housing ies-and-ocal-g ent)
National Planning Policy Framework This guidance has been updated sez previous version
(https:/iwebarchive. nationalarchives. gov.uk/20190607100418/https gov.ukigui Inaise—2)

‘Where plans are being prepared under the transitional arrangements set out in Annex 1 fo the revised
National Planning Paolicy Framework (https-/fwww.gov. i planning-policy-
framework-2), lhe pOIII:IES in the previous version of the framework published in 2012

X .gov.uk/2018060809582 1/https:Awww.gov.uk/government/publications/national-
planmgpuhwfranewmk 2) will continue to apply, as will any previous guidance which has been
superseded since the new framework was published in July 2018. If you'd like an email alert when
EIIETIQES are made ] planmng guidance please subscribe (https:/fiwww.gov.uk/topic/planning-

P -signup).

Noise
When is noise relevant to planning?

Noise needs to be considered when development may create additional noise, or would be sensitive fo the
prevailing acoustic environment (including any anticipated changes to that environment from activities that are
permitted but not yet commenced). When preparing plans, or taking decisions about new development, there
may also be opportunities to make improvements fo the acoustic environment. Good acoustic design needs fo
be considered early in the planning process to ensure that the most appropriate and cost-effective solutions
are identified from the outset

Related pDIICy paragrapn 170e (https:/fwww.gov. uk.'guldanuefnahonal—plam\ng—pu\lcy—franewodﬂ5—ou'|serv|ng-and-
paral70e), paragraph 180a (https-www gov.ukigui -planning-policy

frdms:wortﬂ5—oansemnga'd-enha'vclngﬂ1&namralfnwmnmnmm1m}a) paragraph 180b

(hitps-fwaw.gov planning-palicy \g-and the-natural

environm paragrap 1!12 tps: i national-planning-policy-framework/15-

conserving-and-enhancing-the-natural-envil 182)

February 2019 Paragraph: 001 Reference ID: 30-001-20190722
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government

Revision date: 22 07 2019

Can noise override other planning concerns?
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PPG(N) Hierarchy

Table

* NOEL

* LOAEL~

.

* SOAEL-

STAcoustics

Avoid significant
adverse impacts on
health and quality of

life;

Mitigate and minimise
adverse impacts on
health and quality of

life;
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Fesponse

Examples of outcomes

ncreasing effect
evel

lAction

Mo Observed Effect

Lewvel

Flot present

Mo Effect

Mo Observed Effect

Mo specific
measures
required

Mo Observed Adverse Effect Level

FPresent and
not infrusive:

ocise can be heard, but does not
ause any change in

ehaviour, attitude or other
hysiological response. Can slightly
ffect the acoustic character of the
rea but not such that there is a
hange in the quality of life.

Mo Observed
Iwdverse Effect

Mo specific
measures
required

Lowest Observed Adverse

Effect Level

Present and
ntrusive

cise can be heard and causes small
hanges in behaviour, attitude or
ther physiclogical response,
_g. turming up volume of television;
peaking more loudly; where there is
o alternative ventilation, having to
lose windows for some of the time
ecause of the noise. Potential for
ome reported sleep disturbance.
fiects the acoustic character of the
rea such that there is a small actual
or perceived change in the quality of
ife.

[Observed Adverse
[Effect

Mitigate and
reduce to a
minimum

Significant Observed Adverse Effect Level

FPresent and
dizruptive

[The noise causes a material change
n behaviour, attitude or other
physiological response, e.g. avoiding
lcertain activities during penods of
ntrusion; where there is no
lternative ventilation, having to keep
indows closed most of the time
ecause of the noise. Potential for
leep disturbance resulting in
ifficulty in getting to sleep,
remature awakening and difficulty in
etting back to sleep. Quality of ife
iminished due to change in acoustic
haracter of the area.

[Significant Observed
Iadverse Effect

|Avoid

FPresent and

very disruptive

xtensive and regular changes in
ehaviour, attitude or other
hysiological response andlor an
nability to mitigate effect of noize
eading to psychological stress,
_g. regular sleep
eprivationfawakening; loss of
ppetite, significant, medically
efinable harm, e g. auditory and
on-auditory.

IUnacceptable
\dverse Effect

Frevent
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NPSE — Explanatory Notes

LOAEL - SOAEL

It requires that all
reasonable steps should be
taken to mitigate and
minimise adverse effects on ey S o R
health and quality of life

while also taking into
account the guiding
principles of sustainable
development.

This does not mean that
such adverse effects cannot
occur.
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LOAEL & SOAEL

e Paragraph 2.26 reminds that impact not just
defined as a level.

e Can also include:
— Number of occurrences
— Duration
— Time of Day
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Must not treat noise in isolation

Can noise override other planning concerns?

Original PPG(N) Amended PPG(N)

It can, but neither the Noise
policy statement for England
nor the National Planning
Policy Framework (which
reflects the Noise policy
statement) expects noise to be
considered in isolation,
separately from the economic,
social and other
environmental dimensions of
proposed development.

AVO Guide Launch - 30 Jan 2020

It can, where justified,
although it is important to
look at noise in the context of
the wider characteristics of a
development proposal, its
likely users and its
surroundings, as these can
have an important effect on
whether noise is likely to pose
a concern.
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Guidance on the Effects of Noise

e Paragraphs 2.42 —2.68
e Reference made to

— BS 8233:2014 — Tables 4 and 7
— ProPG

— WHO Environmental Noise Guidelines for the
European Region

— APPG HHB White Paper
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BS 8233:2014

* From the Foreword:

Use of this document ol NNl ¢l Ui Y
. . .. <+ BSI Standards Publication
e As a guide, this British Standard Cuidance on sound
takes the form of guidance and o bt Tdmas
recommendations.

e It should not be quoted as if it
were a specification or a code
of practice and claims of
compliance cannot be made to

t .
I ° bSL making excellence a habit”
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ProPG

e Supplementary Document 2 —
Good Acoustic Design

* Inrequiring good acoustic design, there is a
hierarchy of noise management measures that
LPAs should encourage, including the following,
in descending order of preference: ProPG: Planning & Noise

Professional Practice Guidance on Planning & Noise

New Residential Development

1. Separation

2.Reduce or Remove existing sources

3. Use existing topography and structures to shield
4. Include Barriers

5. Optimise overall layout

6. Optimise internal room layout

7. Use building envelope to mitigate noise

May 2017

PR [ristitute O cpane mavest 50
ANCIEE. K vmtiialarat -
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WHO ENG

e The current environmental r (@) o s “‘
noise guidelines for the
European Region supersede the ENVIRONMENTAL
CNG from 1999. Nevertheless, NOISE

the GDG recommends that all
CNG indoor guideline values
and any values not covered by
the current guidelines (such as | -
industrial noise and shopping % "||||»|'|||||||"||||||.b“”""iim}! "."'"““||||||||“""'“ """"""
areas) should remain valid.

e Furthermore, the current
guidelines complement the
NNG from 2009.

GUIDELINES

for the European Region
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APPG Healthy Homes and Buildings

e Maximising the occupant’s
nealth and wellbeing must ?Liiiiﬁifi?f:ﬁli’ﬁé?&;‘i
oe placed at the centre of
nousing and building design
and a holistic approach

Building our Future

should be taken including Laying the Foundations for
Healthy Homes and Buildings
elements of safety, space, SO

OCTOBER 2018

energy efficiency,
ventilation, heating, noise,
air quality and lighting.
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Thank You

e Contact details:

e Email: Stephen.turner@stacoustics.co.uk

e Tel: +44 7716 117063
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