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The consultation questions are reproduced below in green text with the ANC’s response to each
unlined:

No comment

The Association of Noise Consultants (ANC) represents Acoustics and Noise Consultants who regularly assist and
inform planning applications on behalf of developers of all sizes; assessing the potential noise and vibration
impact of the environment on development and the potential impact of the development on the existing
locality. We act within local and national planning policies and frequently must make sense of the varying
policies in neighbouring authorities on behalf of our clients. In some cases, our members may also advise
planning authorities on the impacts of noise and vibration from proposed developments.

The scope of this consultation does not limit it from covering planning for all development types although the
content is clearly focused on residential development. The ANC’s response is therefore limited to the planning
of new residential and associated development and the effective implementation of the Government’s policy on
noise management. The way in which noise sources (roads, railways, industry, etc) are assessed under EIA
processes has specific noise assessment guidance, and we assume that nothing in this proposal will affect that.

Not applicable

Whilst the use of new technology is welcomed, people without access to such technology must not be
disadvantaged.

The ANC is a national body and does not have a view on local issues, however, we feel that it is important to
maintain the standards of homes and communities with respect to acoustics and noise issues. Building
Regulations regarding sound insulation within and between homes must not be weakened and the potential
health effects of ambient Noise (road, rail and air traffic, etc) entering homes should be considered at the
planning stage. An appropriate level of noise emission from new development must be considered in
placemaking proposals. Potential noise effects of otherwise sustainable measures (such as air source heat
pumps) must be appropriately controlled.

It is essential that for any priority, consideration of the acoustics and noise management issues must occur at the
appropriate time in the proposals so that the Government’s policy on noise can be effectively implemented.
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Whilst the principle of simplifying local plans is supported, there must be adequate resource of qualified
personnel at local authorities to enable this and there should be a commitment from the government to provide
this.

Noise impacts and the required noise management must be considered at the appropriate time. New housing
could be significantly affected by noise and require Good Acoustic Design to address this on any type of land, so
that the Government’s policy on noise is effectively implemented, achieving suitable noise standards and design
needs across all land subject to development. Without proper attention, there is potential that, for example,
housing is permitted in very noisy parts of Growth areas; without suitable noise assessment the health and well-
being of future residents will suffer.

It is also important that the planning process serves to protect existing noise sensitive development from a
significant change in the noise environment that can result from new residential development and its associated
infrastructure.

Some local authorities adopt more stringent standards to protect health and quality of life based on local
conditions and evidence they have researched locally. We feel that local authorities should continue to have the
freedom to apply more stringent local noise standards where they have a local evidence base to support this
approach. The simplification should not preclude this flexibility.

Whilst the principle of streamlining development management of local plans is supported, there must be
adequate resource of qualified personnel at local authorities to enable this and there should be a commitment
from the government to provide this.

Whilst we can and should assess noise impacts from new noise sources in a local context, the effective
management of noise to protect health and quality of life in and around new homes should in general be
consistent across all parts of the country, so a set of common generic design goals for new housing is supported.

However, as indicated above, we feel local authorities should maintain freedom to apply more stringent local
noise standards to protect health and quality of life with respect to certain types of noise source and noise
sensitive development in the local context, where they have a local evidence base to support this approach. The
streamlining should not preclude this flexibility.

We are concerned that the language used when launching this consultation implied the potential dilution of
environmental standards, specifically with regard to the Prime Minister’'s comments about ‘counting newts’. We
would support a robust sustainability assessment framework that does not reduce any of the current
environmental protection policies. Regarding sound, noise and vibration specifically, the framework should
support the Noise Policy Statement for England and give equal weight to noise compared to other
environmental factors that can also have health effects.

Local Plans that include development of major noise sources should include appraisals of the potential impact
and management of these sources, in line with Government policy on noise management.

At present there is insufficient detail to know how this could work in practice to meet local needs. What is

considered a sustainable development in a low noise sensitive area may not be the case in a high noise sensitive
area.

No comment, The ANC is a national body and does not have a view on local issues



No Comment

No Comment

Any permission should be subject to the design and location being appropriate considering the local ambient
noise climate. The adoption of pre-approved forms of development risks stifling creative and novel building
techniques which should be encouraged.

We have concerns that housing proposals may be approved by a fast track process that does not properly take
account of the need for Good Acoustic Design to mitigate potential adverse effects of noise on the health and
quality of life both for existing and future residents.

In general, provided there is a process to assess noise impacts so that Government policy on noise can be
effectively implemented. This could include a risk assessment approach such as that laid out in Professional
Practice Guidance: Planning and Noise — New Residential Development 2017, to allow developments in low risk
noise sites to proceed without further detailed noise assessment. This document is referenced in the
Government’s Planning Practice Guidance on Noise: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/noise--2

The framework should support the Noise Policy Statement for England and give equal weight to noise compared
to other environmental factors that can also have health effects.

Any permission should be subject to the design and location being appropriate considering the local ambient
noise climate.

This said, the current DCO process requires an Environmental Impact Assessment that requires full noise
assessment, meaning that the requirements of the Government’s noise policy can be met.

Whilst the principle of faster decision making is supported, there must be adequate resource of qualified
personnel at local authorities to enable this and there should be a commitment from the government to provide
this.

The process must allow Environmental Health departments adequate time and resources to comment on
environmental impacts, including noise, and to set appropriate planning conditions to avoid significant adverse
effects and so that adverse effects are mitigated and reduced to a minimum. In our experience the level of
suitably skilled practitioners within local authorities is not sufficient at present and needs to be increased.

The level of scrutiny and consultation available must be suitable and proportionate to the development
proposals. Community members who move to an area following adoption of the local plan (which could cover a
period of 20 years) should be adequately consulted on subsequent local development proposals that could
affect them, and this should be supported.


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/noise--2

Yes, in principle, provided adequate resources are available for local authorities, and the information is
adequately accessible to all consultees (some consultees will not have internet access). Information related to
potential noise impacts and their proposed management can generally be presented clearly web based.

Whilst the principle is supported, there must be adequate resource of qualified personnel at local authorities to
enable this and there should be a commitment from the government to provide this.

Yes

Whilst the use of new technology is welcomed, people without access to such technology must not be
disadvantaged. The adoption of pre-approved forms of development based on community preferences risks
stifling creative and novel building techniques which should be encouraged.

No Comment

No comment, The ANC is a national body and does not have a view on local issues

The ANC is a national body and does not have a view on local issues, however, we feel that it is important to
maintain the standards of homes and communities with respect to acoustics and noise issues. Building
Regulations regarding sound insulation within and between homes must not be weakened and the potential
health effects of ambient Noise (road, rail and air traffic, etc) entering the home should be considered at the
planning stage. An appropriate level of noise emission from new development must be considered in
placemaking proposals. Potential noise effects of otherwise sustainable measures (such as air source heat
pumps) must be appropriately controlled.

The ANC is a national body and does not have a view on local issues, however, we feel that it is important to
maintain the standards of homes and communities with respect to acoustics and noise issues. Building
Regulations regarding sound insulation within and between homes must not be weakened and the potential
health effects of ambient Noise (road, rail and air traffic, etc) entering the home should be considered at the
planning stage. An appropriate level of noise emission from new development must be considered in
placemaking proposals. Potential noise effects of otherwise sustainable measures (such as air source heat
pumps) must be appropriately controlled.

The proposed National Design Code should include acoustics, and the ANC would be happy to help provide the
necessary input and/or to be consulted. There are a number of well-established standards and guidelines that
are in use and should be referenced, including Professional Practice Guidance; Planning and Noise - New
Residential Development, 2017 and BS 8233:2014 Guidance on sound insulation and noise reduction for



buildings, and BS 4142:2014 Methods for rating and assessing industrial and commercial sound. The first two of
these are already referenced in the Government’s Planning Practice Guidance on noise
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/noise--2

Whilst the principle is supported:
1. Design encompasses far more than the visual appearance of buildings;
2. The Building Regulations control process must not be undermined, or any replacement must ensure
noise is controlled to at least the same standard;
3. There must be adequate resource of qualified personnel at local authorities to enable this and there
should be a commitment from the government to provide this.

The ANC supports the establishment of any body that will help to ensure Good Acoustic Design is applied
throughout. The membership of this new body should include a wide range of technical specialists including an
acoustics specialist(s).

In addition to an LPA chief officer for design and placemaking, there needs to be a lead officer for environmental
impact/sustainability/health (in a planning context) to ensure environmental impact/sustainability/health
considerations are given adequate weight.

Whilst the principle is supported:
1. Design encompasses far more than the visual appearance of buildings;
2. The Building Regulations control process must not be undermined, or any replacement must ensure
noise is controlled to at least the same standard;

Any body that helps to ensure good design including Good Acoustics Design is supported.

Whilst the principle is supported:
1. Design encompasses far more than the visual appearance of buildings;
2. The Building Regulations control process must not be undermined, or any replacement must ensure
noise is controlled to at least the same standard;

The ANC is a national body and does not have a view on local issues, however, we feel that it is important to
maintain the standards of homes and communities with respect to acoustics and noise issues.

No Comment

No Comment


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/noise--2

22(c). Should the Infrastructure Levy aim to capture the same amount of value overall, or more value, to support
greater investment in infrastructure, affordable housing and local communities?
[Same amount overall / More value / Less value / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement.]

No Comment

22(d). Should we allow local authorities to borrow against the Infrastructure Levy, to support infrastructure
delivery in their area?

[Yes / No / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement.]

No Comment

23. Do you agree that the scope of the reformed Infrastructure Levy should capture changes of use through
permitted development rights?

[Yes / No / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement.]

No Comment

24(a). Do you agree that we should aim to secure at least the same amount of affordable housing under the
Infrastructure Levy, and as much on-site affordable provision, as at present?

[Yes / No / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement.]

No Comment

24(b). Should affordable housing be secured as in-kind payment towards the Infrastructure Levy, or as a ‘right to
purchase’ at discounted rates for local authorities?

[Yes / No / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement.]

No Comment

24(c). If an in-kind delivery approach is taken, should we mitigate against local authority overpayment risk?
[Yes / No / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement.]

No Comment

24(d). If an in-kind delivery approach is taken, are there additional steps that would need to be taken to support
affordable housing quality?

[Yes / No / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement.]

No Comment

25. Should local authorities have fewer restrictions over how they spend the Infrastructure Levy?
[Yes / No / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement.]

No Comment

25(a). If yes, should an affordable housing ‘ring-fence’ be developed?
[Yes / No / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement.]

No Comment

26. Do you have any views on the potential impact of the proposals raised in this consultation on people with
protected characteristics as defined in section 149 of the Equality Act 2010?

Whilst the use of new technology is welcomed, people without access to such technology must not be
disadvantaged; this includes those with access issues due to health issues or disability.

Exposure to noise can adversely impact on health and quality of life and therefore we need to ensure that the
proposals do not inadvertently worsen the noise environment because proper consideration of the acoustics
issues did not occur. If that were to occur, it could disproportionately adversely affect the health and wellbeing
of the members of the community who could be particularly vulnerable to this, e.g. disabled, communities
disproportionately affected by deprivation etc.



